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lie Uves-and He's Free 




By KAY W:\YMUIE 
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CAREPLX 

Even Mrs. Marie Yerretij 
one of his four brother? and-' 
sisters in this area, a 

carefully even though she has' 
spent most of hez life in tnis : 
country. 

Irenaeus ylhm "warn n b a ; 
brother, Vavsyb were I eh, be-/ 
hind in the Ukraine when! 1 
their parents and a younger; 
brother and sister hnip-ated 
to th# Undod Sfst.es ip :jjo9 ‘ 
During World War X. Vaasjl 
died; Ire nanus, a brother m 
me V Urania n Byzantine- 
Cal no he R:M?, was u U-ncdJ 
Freed, he was ordained a 
priest a nr; ms family, thou- 
sands of miles away, rejoiced/ 
as letters kept family bonds! j 
close. ■’ 

'‘In the early days of } 
World War IJ, his letters be- j 
came more guarded/’ re* 
called Mrs, Yemetz. “In IM% j 
we received a note through | 
the Red Cross sending his ! 
love and asking us to pray j, 
. . . Then, nothing for two !] 
years.’* & M 

i 1 

The silence was broken; 
with a letter from Va&syPs* 
daughter in Poland reporting 
Irenaeus’ murder. 

PRAYKD, WAITED 

“Deep in my hean I never 
accepted that — somehow I' 
knew he was alive.” said Mrs.' 
Yemetz, “I prayed and 1 
waited . . 

One spring Monday in 1954. 
Mrs. Yemetz sat down to; 
write a list of 10 prayer re 
quests. 

f *I had heard of this re- 
. markable woman who de- 
voted all her time to prayers 
and she would pray for me.” 
she said simply. “On my list 
I put; news of rny brother. 
“Three days later I had it 
—in a Ukrainian language 
newspaper, telling of the re* 
lease from the Soviet Union 
of an Italian priest. Be had i 
been imprisoned with my 9 
brother in Siberia ...” j 
Correspondence with the( 
Italian, the Rev. Armando’ 
Zavatta. followed. Mrs. Yen 
metz will not elaborate b e i 
yond this, but in 1965 Father! 
Irenaeus was released—threef 
years before his 10-year sen * 
fence was to expire 

He was very, very III; he* 
was sent to West Ukrainia to. 
die.” his sister remembered.. 
••But we didn't know this un-j 
til the following year.” I 
Careful letters followed and; 
In 1950. the priest was per- 
mitted to 120 to Poland. Then' 


papers and personal eff||pf^^ 
In a brief case and one 
suitcase; a banduri ft.roSfl| K :** f '' 
tional Ukrainian harp) <m*3 a 
blanket i because "h. 
get cold”). 

At the Yemetz* heme, 
m the Hollywood rills 
black-robed pc test stood 
mg down on ine city. /jV . • 

'This Is the first time in j. 
many, many years i breathe r 
the free air.” he said sim : 
ply. «r am so happy . . ( 
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